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of a State law under this subsection solely 
because it provides for greater protections 
for patients than those protections otherwise 
required to establish substantial compliance. 

(5) PETITIONS.— 
(A) PETITION PROCESS.—Effective on the 

date on which the provisions of this Act be-
come effective, as provided for in section 401, 
a group health plan, health insurance issuer, 
participant, beneficiary, or enrollee may 
submit a petition to the Secretary for an ad-
visory opinion as to whether or not a stand-
ard or requirement under a State law appli-
cable to the plan, issuer, participant, bene-
ficiary, or enrollee that is not the subject of 
a certification under this subsection, is su-
perseded under subsection (a)(1) because such 
standard or requirement prevents the appli-
cation of a requirement of this title. 

(B) OPINION.—The Secretary shall issue an 
advisory opinion with respect to a petition 
submitted under subparagraph (A) within the 
60-day period beginning on the date on which 
such petition is submitted. 

(d) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sec-
tion: 

(1) STATE LAW.—The term ‘‘State law’’ in-
cludes all laws, decisions, rules, regulations, 
or other State action having the effect of 
law, of any State. A law of the United States 
applicable only to the District of Columbia 
shall be treated as a State law rather than a 
law of the United States. 

(2) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ includes a 
State, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, 
the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, 
the Northern Mariana Islands, any political 
subdivisions of such, or any agency or in-
strumentality of such. 

On page 132, between lines 11 and 12, insert 
the following: 
SEC. 203. COOPERATION BETWEEN FEDERAL AND 

STATE AUTHORITIES. 

Part C of title XXVII of the Public Health 
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300gg–91 et seq.) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 2793. COOPERATION BETWEEN FEDERAL 

AND STATE AUTHORITIES. 

‘‘(a) AGREEMENT WITH STATES.—A State 
may enter into an agreement with the Sec-
retary for the delegation to the State of 
some or all of the Secretary’s authority 
under this title to enforce the requirements 
applicable under title I of the Bipartisan Pa-
tient Protection Act with respect to health 
insurance coverage offered by a health insur-
ance issuer and with respect to a group 
health plan that is a non-Federal govern-
mental plan. 

‘‘(b) DELEGATIONS.—Any department, agen-
cy, or instrumentality of a State to which 
authority is delegated pursuant to an agree-
ment entered into under this section may, if 
authorized under State law and to the extent 
consistent with such agreement, exercise the 
powers of the Secretary under this title 
which relate to such authority.’’. 

On page 137, lines 3 and 4, strike ‘‘EQUIVA-
LENT’’ and insert ‘‘COMPLIANT’’. 

On page 137, lines 9 and 10, strike ‘‘is sub-
stantially equivalent’’ and insert ‘‘substan-
tially complies’’. 

On page 137, line 11, strike ‘‘to’’ and insert 
‘‘with’’. 

On page 173, between lines 4 and 5, insert 
the following: 
SEC. 304. COOPERATION BETWEEN FEDERAL AND 

STATE AUTHORITIES. 

Subpart C of part 7 of subtitle B of title I 
of the Employee Retirement Income Secu-
rity Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1191 et seq.) is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new section: 

‘‘SEC. 735. COOPERATION BETWEEN FEDERAL 
AND STATE AUTHORITIES. 

‘‘(a) AGREEMENT WITH STATES.—A State 
may enter into an agreement with the Sec-
retary for the delegation to the State of 
some or all of the Secretary’s authority 
under this title to enforce the requirements 
applicable under title I of the Bipartisan Pa-
tient Protection Act with respect to health 
insurance coverage offered by a health insur-
ance issuer and with respect to a group 
health plan that is a non-Federal govern-
mental plan. 

‘‘(b) DELEGATIONS.—Any department, agen-
cy, or instrumentality of a State to which 
authority is delegated pursuant to an agree-
ment entered into under this section may, if 
authorized under State law and to the extent 
consistent with such agreement, exercise the 
powers of the Secretary under this title 
which relate to such authority.’’. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, June 27, 2001 at 
10 a.m., in open session to consider the 
nominations of Dionel M. Aviles to be 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Fi-
nancial Management and Comptroller); 
Reginald Jude Brown to be Assistant 
Secretary of the Army (Manpower and 
Reserve Affairs); Steven A. Cambone to 
be Deputy under Secretary of Defense 
for Policy; Michael Montelongo to be 
Assistant Secretary of the Air Force 
(Financial Management and Comp-
troller); and John J. Young, Jr. to be 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Re-
search, Development and Acquisition). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, June 27 at 9:30 a.m. to conduct a 
hearing. The committee will consider 
the nominations of Vicky A. Bailey to 
be an Assistant Secretary of Energy 
(International Affairs and Domestic 
Policy), Frances P. Mainella to be Di-
rector of the National Park Service, 
and John Walton Keys, III, to be Com-
missioner of the Bureau of Reclama-
tion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Wednesday, June 27, 2001 to hear 
testimony on ‘‘Prescription for Fraud: 
Consultants Selling Doctors Bad Bill-
ing Advice.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, June 27, 2001 at 
9:45 a.m. to hold a nomination hearing 
as follows: 

Nominees: Mr. Clark T. Randt, Jr., of 
Connecticut, to be Ambassador to the 
People’s Republic of China. 

Mr. Douglas Allan Hartwick, of 
Washington, to be Ambassador to the 
Lao People’s Democratic Republic. 

Charles J. Swindells, of Oregon, to be 
Ambassador to New Zealand, and to 
serve concurrently and without addi-
tional compensation as Ambassador to 
Samoa to be introduced by Hon. GOR-
DON SMITH. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, June 27, 2001 at 
approximately 11:15 a.m. to hold a 
nomination hearing as follows: 

Nominees: Mr. Pierre-Richard Pros-
per, of California, to be Ambassador at 
Large for War Crimes Issues. 

Mr. William A. Eaton, of Virginia, to 
be Assistant Secretary of State (Ad-
ministration). 

General Francis Xavier Taylor, of 
Maryland, to be Coordinator for 
Counterterrorism, with the rank of 
Ambassador at Large to be introduced 
by Hon. PAUL S. SARBANES. 

Mr. Clark Kent Ervin, of Texas, to be 
Inspector General, Department of 
State to be introduced by Hon. PHIL 
GRAMM. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized 
to meet to conduct a markup on ‘‘Pro-
tecting the Innocent: Ensuring Com-
petent Counsel in Death Penalty 
Cases’’ on Wednesday, June 27, 2001 at 
10:00 a.m., in SD226. No witness list is 
available yet. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION 
Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration be 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, June 27, 
2001, at 10:30 a.m., to receive testimony 
from the U.S. Commission on Civil 
Rights regarding its latest report on 
the November 2000 election and from 
other witnesses on election reform in 
general. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Select 
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Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, June 27, 2001 at 
2:30 p.m., to hold a hearing on intel-
ligence matters. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC POLICY 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Economic Policy of the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
June 27, 2001 to conduct a hearing on 
‘‘The Reauthorization of the Defense 
Production Act.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT OF GOVERNMENT 

MANAGEMENT, RESTRUCTURING AND THE DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Oversight of Government 
Management, Restructuring and the 
District of Columbia of the Committee 
on Governmental Affairs be authorized 
to meet on Wednesday, June 27, 2001 at 
10:00 a.m., for a hearing to examine 
‘‘Finding a Cure to Keep Nurses on the 
Job: The Federal Government’s Role in 
Retaining Nurses for Delivery of Feder-
ally Funded Health Care Services.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, JUNE 28, 
2001 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate 
completes its business today, it ad-
journ until the hour of 9:15 a.m. on 
Thursday, June 28. I further ask con-
sent that on Thursday, immediately 
following the prayer and the pledge, 
the Journal of proceedings be approved 
to date, the morning hour be deemed 
expired, the time for the two leaders be 
reserved for their use later in the day, 
and the Senate resume consideration of 
the Patients’ Bill of Rights. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, tomorrow 
the Senate will convene at 9:15 a.m. 
and resume consideration of the Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights. There will be 30 
minutes of debate on the Collins and 
Breaux amendments regarding scope, 
with two rollcall votes beginning at ap-
proximately 9:45 a.m. Additional roll-
call votes will occur throughout the 
day and into the evening. 

The majority leader has told me it is 
his hope that we will complete this bill 
tomorrow rather than on Friday or 
Saturday. We have made great progress 
today. The minority manager, Senator 
GREGG, has done very good work. We 
have our managers—Senator MCCAIN, 

Senator KENNEDY, and Senator ED-
WARDS—who have done outstanding 
work. We have really made great head-
way. So the light at the end of the tun-
nel is there. It is up to us whether we 
take that opportunity to finish this. 

Then there is the supplemental ap-
propriations bill which needs to be 
done, and also the organizing resolu-
tion. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:15 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, if there is 
no further business to come before the 
Senate, I ask unanimous consent that 
the Senate stand in adjournment under 
the previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 7:18 p.m., adjourned until Thursday, 
June 28, 2001, at 9:15 a.m. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Executive nominations received by 
the Senate June 27, 2001: 

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 

JOHN ARTHUR HAMMERSCHMIDT, OF ARKANSAS, TO BE 
A MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFE-
TY BOARD FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE TERM EXPIRING 
DECEMBER 31, 2002, VICE JAMES E. HALL, RESIGNED. 

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

CLAUDE M. KICKLIGHTER, OF GEORGIA, TO BE AN AS-
SISTANT SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS (POLICY 
AND PLANNING), VICE DENNIS M. DUFFY, RESIGNED. 
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